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Koronis Breezes 
Christmas 2018 

Experience Christ, Creation & Community 

 

A Tale of Two Tents 
 

       Canvas tents, and the sawdust flooring & wooden benches within them, 
harken back to the “great awakenings” of centuries gone by in American 
Protestantism. Today, echoes of this time of revival continue to reverberate at 
places like the old Lake Koronis Assembly Grounds. 
        In the hallway near Koronis Ministries’ front desk hangs an 80+ year-
old panoramic photo of the Assembly Grounds taken from Lake Koronis. In 
that picture, between the Tabernacle and the lakefront, sits a large white 
‘meeting tent’ used as additional gathering space for the overflowing summer 
assemblies that breathed spiritual life and relationship into the Evangelical 
Churches of the upper mid-west. Other family-sized platform 
tents can also be seen in the picture, reminiscent of the hey-
day of the camp-meeting movement that swept the heartland 
during the spiritual revivals of the 1800’s and early 1900’s. 
      This past summer, once again joyful praise and hearty 
preaching filled the “meeting tent” on shores of Lake Ko-
ronis.  Red Rock Camp went retro, and used a 20 X 40 foot 
tent as its main meeting space - a stop-gap solution for this 
large group until Koronis’ new Tabernacle is built.  Red 
Rock is a camp-meeting movement begun by Methodist mis-
sionaries 150 years ago along the shores of the Mississippi 
River, in the midst of the 19th century revival.  Red Rock 
Camp has been meeting at Koronis since the early 1960s.  

A bit of beach time on our new Adirondack chairs 

A year for the record books! 
 

      In 2018, Koronis Ministries experienced a 33% increase 
in camper-days, welcoming nearly 1,500 additional guests to 
its beautiful lakeside setting.  
    “We saw growth in attendance in all areas of camp this 
year, including most of our adult & family summer pro-
grams, our retreat center guest groups, and at Camp Ko-
ronis,” said Executive Director Dan Ziegler.   According to 
Ziegler, this growth represents the largest single-year       
increase in attendance since the ministry began operating as 
a year-round retreat center over 30 years ago, bringing     
attendance to levels it hasn’t seen in nearly a decade. 
      In particular, Camp Koronis, the ministry’s 67 year-old 
“cabin camp,” has recently seen consistent growth, increas-
ing five of the last six years - and more than doubling since 
2012.  This past summer the program served 393 campers, 
just five campers short of the camp’s all-time high (from 
1981).  In response to this ongoing growth, Camp Koronis 
will be adding an additional session of both Trailblazer 
Camp and Mini-Horse Camp for the 2019 summer season.  

Camp Koronis 
June 12-15  Trailblazer Camp #1, Mini-Horse #1 (ages 8-12) 
June 16-21  Pathway Camp #1, Intermediate Horse (ages 9-13) 
June 23-28  Pathway Camp #2, Beginner Horse #1 (ages 9-13) 
June 31-July 2 Teddy Bear  Cam p #1 (ages 6 -9) 
July 6-19  Staff-in-Training Program (ages 16-18) 
July 7-10  Trailblazer Camp #2, Mini-Horse #2 (ages 8-12) 
July 11-13  Teddy Bear Camp #2 (ages6-9) 
July 14-19  Pathway Camp #3, Beginner Horse #2 (ages 9-13) 
July 21-26  TEEN Specialty Week, Adv. Horse (ages 13-18) 
July 28-31  Trailblazer Camp #3, Mini Horse #3 (ages 8-12) 
Aug 1-3  Teddy Bear Camp #3 (ages 6-9) 

Lake Koronis Retreat Center 
 

June 10-14  Summer Theology (Adults) 
June 23-29  Red Rock Camp (All ages)  
July 14-20  Ultimate Challenge –Teens 
July 17-20  Ultimate Challenge – Roots Young Adults 
Aug 5-9  Grand Camp (Grandparents & grandchildren) 
Aug 33-Sept 2 Labor  Day W eekend Retreat (All Ages)  
Sept 5-7  Autumn Gathering (Adults) 

 

Online registration   
opens January 1st!  

 

www.koronisminstries.org 

KoWaKan Adventures 
 

May 24-27  Memorial Day Set-up Weekend 
June—Sept.  Open for outfitting, base camp & guided group trips 
June 23-28  KoWaKan Teen Trek I (ages 13-18) 
July 14-19  KoWaKan Teen Trek II (ages 13-18) 

 

Koronis Ministries’  

Summer Schedule 

2019 

Tent - 2018 

Tent - c. 1930s 



 

 

 

 
 

Appreciating David Schneider & Richard Harper 
 

       Koronis Ministries exists today because of the vision, leadership and commitment of 
those who have carried the torch of ministry in years gone by.  This Fall, two such torch-
bearers have passed into eternity, and many from the Koronis Ministries community have 
joined together to celebrate their lives and witness.   
       These men shared much in common as they served the Church and Christian camp-
ing over the years: both were long-time clergy within the UMC, both had attended 
church-wide gatherings at Lake Koronis Assembly Grounds (LKAG) as young people, 
both were one-time cottage owners at Koronis, both deeply appreciated the significance of camping and out-

door ministries in the life of the Church, and both were very involved, along with their spouses, in leadership and support of the 
camp over the decades.  Of particular note, Dave was LKAG’s longest serving board chair, and Richard was co-founder of the 
United Methodist Family Camp, a program that continues to this day - some 60+ years later! 
        Dozens of friends of Dave & Richard have given to Koronis Ministries in their memory, an outpouring that combined to total 
over $7,000!  These funds will be used to help complete the New Tabernacle, a vision that both of these brothers in Christ strongly 
supported.  Those wishing to join in giving a memorial gift can do so by sending earmarked funds to Koronis Ministries. 

  The Power of Wilderness by Lara Ziegler 
 

 Bring together nine people, toss them in canoes and 
send them into the Boundary Waters?  You have one 
guarantee: it will be an adventure.  This summer, seven 
teens from across Minnesota joined our KoWaKan Ad-
ventures 2018 Teen Trek, to experience first hand the 
life-changing power of the wilderness. 
 Over the past year, Melissa, a joyful and  
determined 16 year-old, has lived through her parents  
separating and the incarceration of one of them.  She 

found, in the shared experience of canoeing and camping, a 
haven to share her struggles and fears, and a place to develop 
her natural instinct to lead by example.  As we paddled into 
the wind across Jackfish Bay, I heard her encouraging the oth-
ers - “You can do it!  Just keep paddling– we’re almost there!”  
        Kylie and Jen, two girls with nothing in common but 
their individual experiences of a broken home, have been liv-
ing as foster sisters.  Through the challenge of paddling to-
gether, and working as part of a team, they discovered new 
things about each other, helping them grow closer and better 
understand their differences. 

      James, an enthusiastic 15 year-old capable of eating his weight in sugar and diagnosed with ADHD, discovered that the great 
outdoors always has enough room for his endless energy and curiosity. 
       These stories represent just a few of the transformational experiences we were blessed to witness this summer as we lead 
trips into the Boundary Waters.  During times of paddling, moments of solitude, circling up for prayer & devotions, fishing, 
cooking together, or just simply telling stories around the campfire, the power of the wilderness helped voyageurs like Melissa, 
Kylie, Jen and James experience Christ, Creation and Community in life-changing ways. In response to growing interest, 
KoWaKan Adventures will be adding a second Teen Trek to its 2019 summer schedule. 

*all names changed to protect privacy 

Dwight Rieke & great-grandson 

 
 

Tabernacle Groundbreaking 
      After decades of planning, and over three years of fundraising, Koronis Ministries’ new 
Tabernacle project has now officially begun.  In August of 2018, the Trustees of the MN Annu-
al Conference of the UMC gave final approval for the construction of the ministry’s new $2 
million state-of-the-art, 300+ seat gathering place for the church overlooking Lake Koronis.  

       The project ceremonially commenced on Labor Day with a joyful groundbreaking celebra-
tion. Nearly 150 friends of Koronis gathered, many with shovels in hand, to turn over the soil in 
preparation for the new building.  Bishop Bruce Ough, referring to the new Tabernacle as a leg-
acy project, challenged attendees to think differently about what a legacy is. “Legacy is not 
about holding onto the past; it is about building on a sure foundation… We are the persons des-
ignated to carry the legacy of the Koronis Tabernacle, and all of its ministries, into the future.”  
      Although little on-site work was evident this Fall, the project is now moving resolutely 

through the engineering and permitting stages. Longtime camp architect Chester Gamble is 
working with St. Cloud construction management firm Donlar Construction to shepherd the 
project forward, with actual on-site building planned to commence this Spring.  In preparation 
for construction, the camp has also begun upgrading infrastructure, including enhancing its 
communication and Wi-Fi capabilities by expanding its WiFi bandwidth, and  adding fiber op-
tic lines and new routers to each of its existing year-round lodges.  

   Funds are still needed to complete the $2 million capital campaign. As of December, roughly 
$1.6 million has been committed to the project.  The camp is continuing to seek supporters who 
will give a gift or pledge over the next two years to help fully fund this vision. 

 Three Cheers for Camp Koronis! 

Rev. David Schneider 

Waterfront Director Dave Schneider (center) & friends - 1951 

Rev. Richard Harper 


