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Northern Pines Camp and Retreat Center 

Greetings, 
 As I write this, snow is 
falling outside. There is 
nothing like seeing the 
pine trees collecting 
snow in their needles.  If 
I would go outside I 
would hear the wind 
whispering through the 

trees and the quiet peace of being in the north woods.  I love this 
time of year, but I definitely miss the sound of laughter, splashing 
water, and the smell of the campfire each evening. 
 
We had 575 campers of all ages on site during one or more of our 
camp sessions.  Our dedicated cabin leader staff provided program-
ming and supervision for 8 weeks of camp—Mini, Discovery, Chris-
tian Friendship and T.E.E.N.S.  Our administrative, kitchen, dining 
room, housekeeping, maintenance and grounds keeping staff did a 
fantastic job preparing, providing hospitality and maintaining our site 
for those coming to experience life among the tall pines. 
 
At the end of the season, we said goodbye to Zach Brandt, who had 
been on staff at Northern Pines for 5 years as the program, water-
front, and marketing director.  He and his family, Autumn, Zachery, 
Bradley, Henry and camp dog, Hank, moved back to Iowa.  We miss 
them greatly but know being closer to family is important.  We are 
very grateful to the Brandt family for their dedication and the time 
and energy they gave to help provide great camp experiences for all 
who came on site.   
 
Northern Pines received many gifts and memorials this last year. 
We have a logrolling log, a new to us truck, a steam table and an 
outdoor meditation space because of these gifts. Gifts to our cabin 
fund continue to help us prepare for the new cabin.  Campers with 
financial needs were able to attend camp due to gifts to our camper-
ship fund. Your gifts make a difference as we upgrade our site and 
expand our programming to offer the best camp ministry possible.  
Please consider Northern Pines Camp and Retreat Center as you 
plan your end of year giving.  Send your donations directly to North-
ern Pines or through the conference camping office. I thank you for 
your past support and your continued support as we provide experi-
ences of Christ, creation and community here among the tall pines. 
 
Blessings and prayers for an Advent and Christmas season full of 
expectation and awe.   
 
Blessings, 

Deaconess Leslie Hobson 

 

Wish List-  

May donate items or funds to 
purchase the following: 

Canoe paddles 

Inflatable tube for water-
sports 

4ft. LED tube lights 
(fluorescent replacements) 

Plow for a Ford F-150 

Ramp & deck replacement for 
Red Pine 

Roof replacement for the 
pavilion 

Couches, loveseats, recliners 
for cabins-contact camp be-
fore donating these -will also 
accept a donation toward the 
purchase of these items 

 

 



Dorace Goodwin   Dennis and Judith Abbott 
Jeff and Arlys Hess   Steven and Berri Reiser 
Garry and Bonnie Nelson  Sylvia and Ed Fishel 
Rhoda Mead   Cynthia Johnson 
Keith and Cheryl Broady  Randy and Nancy Schmitz 
Cal and Sheila Moe   Carol Gregorson   
Kari Person   Nancy Ireland 
Bemidji Methodist Women  Elaine Christiansen 
Perham UMC   Rolfe and Barbara Leary 
Country Financial   Detroit Lakes UMW 
Burnsville Grace UMC  Walther and Mary Kallestad 
Paul and Dolly Schroder  Mark Howard Johnson 
Charles and Mari Grant  Lori Johnson 
Jacqueline and Anthony Pahula LaVerne Mitby 
Gerald and Judy Carlson  Mary Rogers 
William Wilkening   Living Spirit UMC 
Michael and Marcia Faust  Joyce Lanning 
Mark and C. Brooks Wilkening  Robert and Monica Mitby  
Diane Iverson                                  Bruce John Broady Jr. Estate 
Pamela Johnson   Kristi Haertl 
Sauk Centre UMW   Troy and Mary Jo Zweerink 
Hubbard Methodist Women  Jane Hubbard 
Abigail Ozanne   Darlene Johnson 
Gary and Janet Johnson  Fireside Fellowship Group 
Scott and Michelle Piepkorn  Hubbard UMC 
Steve and Leslie Hobson  Richard and Karen Dykoski 

TO OUR VOLUNTEERS-A heartfelt thank you to all of the people who 
shared their time, energy, and love in some way in  2018.  Your love of 
camp and desire to serve are greatly appreciated! 

Carl, Cassie, Zane, Bram Jacobi 
Little Lemon crew-Riverside UMC,       
Park Rapids 
Bob Ford 
Rev. Chip Nielsen 
Carter and Florence Hedeen 
Garry Nelson 
Derek Brandt 
Duane Gebhard 
Darleen and Bert Swanson 
Mike Boetscher 
Jennifer Therkilsen 
Crown College sports team 
Marilyn Billings 
Susan Shellberg 
Iva Thielges 
Eunice Rothermel 
Lori Offutt                      
Morris Federated Church              
confirmation class 
Lake Country Associates   
Randy and Robyn Wimmer 
Paul and Stephenie Goeke  
 

Linda Suszitzky 
Roger and Jan Henderson 
Matt, Nicole, Madeline Brandt 
Christopher Williams, scout group and 
friends 
Ashley Jean Williams 
Chris Edwardson 
Kirsten Kisner 
Peg Mosbo 
Mary Jane Keller 
Georgia Hendricks 
LYFE Camp LIT’s 
 
Our volunteer camp deans: 
Michael Solberg 
Rev. Tony Fink 
Rev. Marianne Ozanne 
Rev. Nate Melcher 
Jeremy and Ashley Scribner 
Steve and Berri Reiser 
Mary and David Lorenz 
Desmond Hicks 
Garry and Bonnie Nelson 
 

My 11 year old daughter 

had a blast! She attended 

the Discovery 1 camp. This 

was her first year and not 

only is she asking to return 

next year, this camp had 

such an impact that she 

wants to go through the 

counselor training that is 

offered at 15 years old. 

The staff was friendly, 

updated with pics daily 

(and a lot of them). This 

was EXACTLY what I was 

looking for plus some! She 

enjoyed worship and grow-

ing in her faith! Thank you 

everybody at Northern 

Pines!  

—from our Facebook page 

TO ALL OF OUR GENEROUS DONORS-THANK YOU! YOUR GIFTS ARE 

SO IMPORTANT TO OUR CAMPING MINISTRY. 



LOG ROLLING COMES 

TO NORTHERN PINES 

CAMP! 

Thanks to many donations we 

were able to purchase a Key 

Log for our waterfront.  It was 

fun watching campers and 

guests learn how to log roll.  

 

 NEW CABIN UPDATE 

Continued prayers and support 

are asked for as we work on our 

Conditional Use Permit for the 

camp.  Once the application is 

submitted there will be meetings 

and adjustments as we work to 

get the permit approved.  We 

will begin contacting contractors 

this winter in preparation for 

approval.  We know this project 

is moving very slowly and we 

are thankful for your patience 

and support as we work toward 

the goal of a new cabin. 

2019 SUMMER CURRICULUM 

  Campers will think about 
peace and peacemaking from a 
new perspective each day of 
camp.  Hospitality, Community, 
Responding to conflict and 
God’s Reconciling Love are 
some of the daily themes.  
Peace Poles will be created by 
campers and given to area 
churches as a way to spread 
peace. 
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Our boys loved both of their camps last week!  I enjoyed com-
ing back 20+ years later and seeing the tree houses again 
brought back the memories —from our Facebook  page 

NEW MEDITATION/WORSHIP SPACE 

When Hartley cabin was torn down, we were able to save the fireplace, hoping to create 
a meditation/worship space at some point in time.  Last spring the Leabo family gave a 
memorial gift in Darlene Leabo’s name.  Darlene had a great love for Northern Pines so 
the family asked that we use the money to enhance the camp’s ministry.  In August 
Christopher Williams, a former camper and a first year summer staff, asked if there was 
a camp project he could take on for his Eagle Scout project.  A fireplace, a memorial 
gift, and an Eagle Scout project all came together to create a beautiful gathering spot on 
the site of the Hartley cabin. Under Christopher’s leadership, his family, friends, and 
other scouts spent the last weekend of October laying pavers and building a pergola.  
We are very grateful to the Leabo family for their generous gift to make this project pos-
sible.  We are also thankful to Christopher for wanting to complete his Eagle Scout pro-
ject at Northern Pines. 

 

FAREWELL FROM ZACHERY BRANDT 

I say with no sadness, regret, or anger that I put back my shovel, 
hung up my chef's hat, turned off the office computer, stowed away 
the archery supplies, and walked the grounds one last time as the 
program director at Northern Pines Camp and Retreat Center. I say it 
with joy, happiness, and excitement for what is to come. The baton 
has been passed and the time for someone new to step in at North-
ern Pines has come. Trust me, you will see me at Northern Pines 
again. I don’t leave to never look back, but to support camp in new 
and exciting ways. Camp is something that will always be a part of 

my life, emotionally, spiritually, and physically. Camp taught me life lessons and gave 
me a wonderful community to be a part of. Camp is also the place that I found love and 
happiness. Camp made it so that I could do everything that I was passionate about, 
Christ, tech work, hands-on, teaching, teamwork, leading, and yes, occasionally splitting 
wood and cleaning bathrooms. I look forward to seeing someone else experience all I 
have and then turn their passion for camping, children, and Christ into something amaz-
ing at Northern Pines. Camp makes a person. It puts all the little pieces that make an 
amazing person together and places them in a spot where they can achieve greatness 
in themselves and in others. Campers and employees alike. I look forward to returning 
to camp as a supporter, volunteer, and friend. I can already see the pine needles falling 
and me there picking them up with the other friends of Northern Pines Camp. Camp 
made me who I am. I will cherish that forever. I will see you among the tall pines.  



  NP Summer 2018 was Beyond Belief! By Zach Brandt 

Going Beyond Belief was our theme this last summer. We equipped campers to 
go out to their own homes, schools, neighborhoods, and churches, and go be-
yond.   

Going Beyond Belief, to share our faith with others and walk the talk, is a difficult 
task. We feel the struggle when we interact with the people of our world. Rejec-
tion is as easy as typing into the Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube comment 
section. Being able to reject, criticize, and belittle at the touch of a screen scales 
with the fact we can put ourselves out there so easily and share a different way 
of life. The funny thing is that it is just as easy to share the good word of God. We 
aimed our summer goals at giving the campers the courage, bravery, and com-
munity they need to continue to disciple, evangelize and serve a nation in need.  

Northern Pines is a wonderful place to learn how we can affect our communities. 
Camp gives us opportunities to learn, practice, and have fun with lifelong skills 
and activities. We loved teaching campers how to paddle a canoe, throw a toma-
hawk, strike the bullseye with an arrow, and to jam out on the ukuleles. In doing 
so, we were teaching them to stay positive, to try something new, to love your-
self, and to keep trying. Camp can help us experience the world God wants for 
us. Camp brings out the best in each of us. We hope you have the opportunity to 
ask a camper about their experience and what they learned about themselves 
and Christ while at camp. 

Camp: a time apart, refreshing, renewing, feeling blessed and loved. We look 
forward to summer 2019. 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Northern Pines Camp and Retreat 
Center 

20033 County 1 
Park Rapids, MN 56470 

 

Phone: 218-732-4713 
www.northernpinescamp.org 


